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AN) D79004'2-0313
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INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 QES-09 NASA-02 NSF-02 DOE-15
SOE-02 CIAE'-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00
NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 NAS-01 /095 W

-102479 290900Z Pll
R 290606Z JAN 79
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TO SECSTATE ffASHOC 28&
IPfFO APfEPf8ASSV A8ll OHA8l
AMEMBASSY DOHA
AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMEMBASSY MANAMA

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT
SECDEF WASHDC
USC INCEUR
US I CA WASHDC
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Cx) RELEASE I ) DECLASSIFY
) EXCISE I ) DoCLASSIFY

I ) DENY III PART
) DELFTE Non-Rssponstve Info

FO)A Exempt)ons
FA 'Exempt)one

MR Cess's Only:
EO Citations

TS aut)tor)ty to,
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( ) DosYNGRADE Ts to ( ) s or ( ) C

E.O. 12065: Nr'A

TAGS' MPOL ~ PINSs MASSs SOPNs TGENs KU

SU8JECT) "UFO" SIGHTIP/GS CAUSE SECURITJ' COPfCERN I/V K'Vf/AIT

!. A SERIES OF "UFO" SIGHTINGS ON NOVE'MBER 9 CAUSED THE'

GOK TO APPOINT AN INVESTIGATORY COMMITTEE' OF EXPE'RTS FROM
THE KUWAIT INSTITUTE' FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH (KISR).
THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT WHICH WAS RELEASE'D JANUARY 20 DESCRIBED
EIGHT SIGHT!NGS FROM NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER 14. A NUMBER QF
THE EARLY SJGHTINGS TOOK PLACE NEAR A KUWAIT OIL COMPANY .

GATHERING CENTER NORTH OF KUWAIT CJTY. RELEASE QF' THE'

COMMITTEE'S REPORT WAS SOMETHING OF A MEDIA EVENT AS IT
COINCJDED WITH JAN 21 FRONT PAGE STORIE'S OF YET ANOTHER "UFO"
SIGHTI/IIG OVER KUWAIT CITY, WHICH INCLUDED PHOTOGRAPHS IN
LOCAL NEWSPAPERS.
UNCL ASS IF I ED
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UNCLASSIFIED

"UFQ'S WERE' E'SPIONAGE DEVICES BUT REMAINED EQUIVOCAL
ABOUT WHETHER THEY WERE OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL ORIGIN.
THE KISR COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE RATIB ABU ID TOLD
EMBOFF THAT THE' SCIENTISTS DID NOj KNOW ENOUGH IlBOUT THE
PHENOMENA TO SAY WITH CERTAINTY THAT THEY WE'REN'T

SPACESHIPS. " THE' REPORT WENT
ON TO RECOMMEND THAT THE GOVERNMENT TAKE ALL POSSIBLE'
MEASURES TO PROTECT KUWAIT'S AIR SPACE AND TERRITORY AS
WELL AS THE COUNTRY'S OIL RE'SOURCES.

SOME' LOCAL WAGS HAVE MAGE LIGHT OF THE' FIRST UFO
SIGHTINGS blHICH CAME;iEAR THE END OF THE' LONG AND
TRADITIONAL'LY EXUBE'RANT HOl IDAY CELE'BRATIONS OF ID-AL-
ADHA. HOWE'VER WE' HAVE LEARNED RECE'NTLY QF AN EVENT
COINCIDENT WITH ONE OF THE LIFO SIGHTINGS WHICH HAS
CONFOUNDE'0 SOME' OF OUR MOST LEVE'L-HEADE'0 KUWAIT J FRIENDS,
AND MAY HAVE BEEN WHAT 'PERSUADED THE' GOK TO MAKE A SERIOUS
INVESTIGATION OF' THE MATTER. A SENIOR KUWAIT OIL COMPANY
(KOC) OFFICIAL TOLD US THE THE' "UFQ" WHICH FIRST
APPEARE'0 OVER THE' NORTHE'RN OIL FIELDS SEEMINGLY DID
STRANGE THINGS TO KOC'S AUTOMATIC PUMPING EQUIPMENT.
THIS EQUIPMENT IS DESIGNED TO SHUT ITSE'LF DOblN
WHEN THERE IS SOME FAILURE WHICH MAY SERIOUSLY DAMAGE
THE PETROLE'UM GATHERJNG AND TRANSMISSION SYSTEM AND

IT CAN ONLY BERESTARTED MANUALl. Y. AT THE TIME OF THE
"UFO'S" APPEARANCE THE PUMPING SYSTEM AUTOMATICALLY
SHUT ITSELF DOWN AND WHEN THE "UFO" VANISHED THE
SYSTE'M STARTE'0 ITSELF UP AGAIN. THIS EVENT blAS NOT
ADDRESSED BY THE' KJSR COMMITTEE REPORT.

EVEN THOSE' WHO ARE NOT INCLINED .TO BELIEVE IN
UNCLASSIF IED
UNCLASSIFIED
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VISITORS FROM OUTER SPACE 00 TEND TO THINK SOMETHING
STRANGE HAS BEEN GOING ON IN KUWAITI AIRSPACE.
THERE HAS BEEN SPECULATION, FOR EXAMPLE, ABOUT
HEL ICOPTERS OR HOVERCRAFT BRINGING REFUGEES OR
MONEY OUT OF. BELEAGUERED IRAN. AT THE' LEAST, THE
PHENOMENA HAVE STIMULATED A NEW DEGREE QF INTE'REST
AMONG TOP. KUWAITI OFFICIALS IN THE COUNTRY'S AJR
DEFENSE SYSTE'M, WHJCH DID NOT REACT IN ANY WAY TO THE'

"EVENTS" IlV THE KOC NORTH FIELD BECAUSE IT WAS CLOSED DOWlV

FOR THE NIGHT (SEPTEL).
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